
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

RELEASE DATE: EMBARGO UNTIL MONDAY 14TH JUNE 2010 

‘COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES FOR OVER 

5,500 PEOPLE WITH CANCER COMPROMISED IF 

CHARITY DOES NOT SECURE SUITABLE 

PERMANENT PREMISES’ 
 The Bray Cancer Support Centre is a registered charity (number 12589). We were the first 

and are now the largest community based cancer support centre in Ireland. 

 We desperately need to secure permanent suitable premises in order to continue to provide 

these vital services to the community. 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH: 

 We are launching our campaign on Tuesday 15th June at 11am in The Martello, Seafront, 

Bray, Co. Wicklow and we would like to invite you to come along and support our campaign. 

 We will also be launching our multimedia campaign videos and online campaign at the 

Martello.  Our videos will feature bestselling author Cathy Kelly, 2FM’s Larry Gogan & Nikki 

Hayes & Irish International Soccer star Aine O’Gorman to name but a few. 

 In 2009, the Centre provided over 13,800 free client support services to people throughout 

the Wicklow & South Dublin areas, availing of emotional support, practical help, 

counselling, complimentary therapies and classes. Bereavement counselling and support 

groups are also an integrated part of our centres services. 

 This year we are celebrating 20 years of community based cancer support services and are 

to the forefront in providing cancer support services and facilities free of charge to people 

affected by cancer in the greater Bray, Wicklow, South Dublin and Leinster areas.  

 ‘A diagnosis of cancer can mean a reaction of panic, disbelief, despair.  Bray Cancer 

Support Centre addresses the myriad emotional and practical aspects of a cancer 

diagnosis.  It offers a safe place for people to talk about their feelings, to share their 

emotional pain with others and to overcome the isolation that sadly used to be a part of 

living with cancer.  It also offers concrete support like home and hospital visits, relaxation 



classes, bereavement counselling and services to the broader community including 

awareness programmes.’ President Mary McAleese 

 

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR? 

 A once off capital grant to buy a suitable premises, which would cover funding towards the 

purchase of a new premises for cancer support services to clients, one-stop shop for cancer 

patients and their families plus accommodation for the administrative and management 

staff of the support centre. 

 We need €700,000 to make our dream of a permanent home a reality. 

‘As we move into the next phase of Bray Cancer Support Centre, it is vital that we 

secure permanent, suitable premises to accommodate all our needs.  The high 

usage of the Centre is a vindication of what we sought to achieve when my 

husband Brendan and I founded the Centre in 1990.’ Veronica O’Leary, Founder & 

CEO, Bray Cancer Support Centre. 

 

Why? 

 Our Centre is based in a three room rented upstairs accommodation at 36B Main Street 

Bray, which has been adapted to suit our needs. 

 As access to our Centre is by stairs only, it is often difficult for a person who is going through 

cancer treatment to climb a stairs, we are fortunate to have an electric stair-lift, but this is 

not always suitable. 

 We have three rooms in total, one is used as an office for our CEO plus three administration 

staff, one is used for counselling and therapy sessions and the final room is used as a 

reception/meeting room. 

 We simply do not have the room to cope with the demand on our services. 

 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

 Log onto www.braycancersupport.ie or email us at bcsc@iol.ie and join our campaign. 

 Become a friend on Facebook at BrayCancer Centre 

 Organise a fundraising event on our behalf and help us reach our goal of €700,000 

 Contact your local public representative and ask them to support our goal of finding a more 

suitable permanent home. 

http://www.braycancersupport.ie/
mailto:bcsc@iol.ie
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/profile.php?id=100000563324618


 Ask your family, friends and anyone you know to get behind us & support our campaign 

Bray Cancer Support Centre receives one third of its funding from the HSE and relies on 

fundraising and donations to fund the remainder of its services.  As not to impact on our 

services, we need to fundraise separately for our new premises campaign. 

 

 

EDITOR INFORMATION: 

For further information please contact: 

Conor O’Leary  
Bray Cancer Support Centre,       
36B Main Street,  
Bray, Co. Wicklow 
086-3407553/2866966 
olearyconor@gmail.com 
www.braycancersupport.ie  
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